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“We, the family of St. Mary’s School, are committed to promoting Catholic values to God’s 

children through faith, Christ-centered worship, service and academic excellence.” 

 

        November 23, 2020 

In this newsletter: 

- Christmas Lighting Display 

- Thanks 

- Bishop Callahan  

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

The Knight’s Keep Christ in Christmas posters are due next Tuesday, December 1
st
.  The 

Knights are also hosting a Christmas lighting contest which is open to those that decorate the 

exterior of their house or front lawn with religious themes such as a nativity set and is open to all 

Marathon residents and parishioners. A registration form (free, but needed to obtain your address 

so the Knights can judge your religious Christmas display) can be picked up and dropped off at 

school, in the back of church or on our website.  Forms need to be in by Monday, December 14
th

, 

and the displays will be judged on Friday, December 18
th

, between 7 – 8 PM so have your 

displays ready and lights on then.  The winner will receive $100 from the Knights. 

 

Wednesday we will start Thanksgiving break. There is a lot to be thankful for. One thing I am 

thankful for is that we have made it to the 54
th

 day of school without shutting down and being 

able to retain a sense of standards and service for the school.  Having attended the weekly 

MCHD school nurse meetings, the Diocesan administrative meetings, as well as talking with 

other principals, not all schools can say this.  Thanks to the teachers and staff who are spread thin 

but are continuing to put in many extra hours and are working through this. Many schools are 

having problems with staff quitting due to health concerns or being overwhelmed and taking 

other jobs, so we appreciate their work.  Families are spread thin as well, but our families have 

worked hard, been understanding of the situation and considerate of others.  As mentioned in 

previous newsletters, the students themselves are doing well with handling the situation; I am 

impressed with how they are doing and how they are helping each other.  We have had some 

COVID cases but generally those seem to be due more to living life as opposed to careless risks. 

 

Bishop Callahan, through our Diocese superintendent, a couple weeks ago had indicated that 

Diocesan schools’ major roles are advancing academics and the Catholic Faith and that  

 

             Continued… 



extracurricular activities, such as athletics, are just that, extra, secondary functions of the schools. 

I see it the same way as Bishop Callahan. The extras have their role, but many of those activities 

that are schoolwide we cannot do this year, while those with a limited number of participants we 

have been more likely to try.  However, if those activities that benefit a minority, negatively 

affect the ability of the entire school to function, then they will need to be cancelled.  So far, we 

have been able to balance those priorities well, so hopefully we can continue to navigate that 

way through the rest of the year. 

 

Thank you for your support of the school both in general and more specifically, throughout this 

year. As stated previously, not all schools have had this level of cooperation. Wishing you a 

healthy, happy and Blessed Thanksgiving.    

 

Please make note of upcoming dates and activities:    

 November 25
th

 – 29
th

:  No School, Thanksgiving Break 

 Monday, November 30
th

:  5 – 6 Grade Mass 

 Tuesday, December 1
st
:  Keep Christ in Christmas posters due 

 Wednesday, December 2
nd

:  3 – 4 Grade Mass 

 Monday, December 7
th

:  1- 2 Grade Mass 

 Wednesday, December 9
th

:  7 - 8 Grade Mass 

 Friday, December 11
th

:  Midterms Q2 

 Monday, December 14
th

:  5 - 6 Grade Mass 

 Wednesday, December 16
th

:  3 - 4 Grade Mass 

 Monday, December 21
st
:  1- 2 Grade Mass 

 December 24 – January 3
rd

: No School, Christmas Break 

 Monday, January 4
th

: School Resumes 

 

 

        Sincerely,  

 

Mr. Koch, Principal 

 

 

 


