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May 4, 2020 

 

Hello Families:  

 

Some schools are ending at home schooling in May while others are going through June. We will have at home 

school for all grades through June 3
rd

, which will be our last drop off day.  Our original schedule had us going 

through the 9
th

, but we will be ending the 3
rd

. The main reason we won’t end in May is that we don’t want students 

to fall further behind academically.  The students are doing well as far as completing assignments at home, 

however, ideally, they would be at school, and we want to minimize that lost instructional time.    

 

Grading in 4K – 2 will remain the same, but grades 3 – 8 will not have letter grades in the 4
th

 quarter. They will 

have a grading scale that is like grades 1 and 2:  

E Exceeding Grade Level Expectations   

M Meeting Grade Level Expectations 

P Progressing Towards Expectations 

N Not Meeting the Expectations 

 

We had letter grades in quarter 3 because over three-quarters of the quarter was still face to face instructional time. 

However, this quarter will have none so it’s hard to assign a letter grade.  Pass/fail sets a low bar.  This scale sets 

higher standards, gives more incentives to students academically and can be more accurately evaluated than the 

letter grades. 

 

If your child(ren) had personal items at school, they should have been returned during this pickup.  If you think 

something is still here at school, please contact Mrs. Lang or me and we will attempt to find it.  We will then return 

them to you on Monday, May 18
th

, which is our next pick up/drop off day.  The 18
th

 is also the last pick up day; 

you will receive the last educational packets with the last set of new assignments.  

 

June 3
rd

 is the last drop off day for assignments.  Also, on that day, you will be handing in any textbooks, 

Chromebooks or other school items that are to be returned.  This includes library books, but those can be returned 

on May18
th

 as well.  During the week of May 26
th

 – 29
th

, teachers will be notifying you what school items need to 

be returned.  When returning Chromebooks make sure to bring the Chromebook and recharger. 

 

There usually are a lot of activities at the end of the year and we are trying to continue as many as we can in some 

version. We will not have an awards night, but awards for academics and athletics will still be given out, including 

our big four awards of Eagle Award, Academic Award, Outstanding Female Athlete and Outstanding Male 

Athlete.  We usually have a separate assembly for our A.R. awards, but those awards will go home on the pickup 

dates.  I’ve been impressed by our past student talent shows; this year, we’ll have a virtual talent show that we will 

post on our YouTube channel. If interested, please share a video of your child’s performance via Google Docs or 

email with Miss Baeseman at abaeseman@stmarysmarathon.org by Wednesday, the 13th. We are working on 

some version of 8
th

 grade graduation, as well as the yearbook.   

 

Enclosed in the educational packet is a small postcard for the 5K Fun Run for St. Jude on August 8
th

.  

 

           Continued… 
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You should have received school picture packets earlier in the year if you ordered them.  Lifetouch traditionally 

sends a complimentary class composite, but will not this year.  Please refer to the following email from Lifetouch: 

 

Lifetouch has been doing everything possible during this unpredictable time in regards to your complimentary 

student composites. We have been faced with having to close many of our labs and offices due to not being an 

essential business and not being staffed adequately. 

 

With that being said, Lifetouch was not able to make some or all of the corrections to the class composites. We are 

very sorry for all of the inconsistent information that has been shared. Like many of you we are doing the best we 

can with the information that we are given and the speed at which the information is changing.   

 

 Due to the manufacturing restrictions set by the Government regarding the COVID-19 crisis, we will not be able 

to move forward with the production of this complimentary service item this year. 

 

 We are very sorry for the inconvenience.  This has truly been a challenging year.  We appreciate you and your 

families.  Please know we are truly sorry for this news and wish that it could be different.  

 

Congratulations are in order for Mrs. Kind as she has won the Diocesan Elementary Educator of the Year Award. 

There are 53 elementary schools with 595 school staff members in the Diocese, so this is quite an accomplishment. 

Her professionalism, Catholic identity and desire to help all students through a variety of strategies were cited as 

reasons for winning this award.  She won the award shortly before the school closure, so our planned schoolwide 

recognition assembly will be delayed from this spring to next fall when students are back in school.  

 

Finally, Mrs. Conley has unfortunately decided to move on from St. Mary’s (see her e-mail below).  

 

Dear St. Mary's Families, 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I write to tell you that I will not be returning to teach at St. Mary's next year.  This was 

a very difficult decision that Andrew and I delayed as long as possible, but with our little Clare it just isn't possible 

to continue with the long commute. 

 

St. Mary's has always been a second family to me and I am incredibly sad to leave. I will miss you all! The hardest 

part about this quarantine has been being away from all of you, knowing we won't be back.  

 

I HOPE the quarantine ends soon enough to get together to celebrate the 8th graders so that I can give proper 

goodbyes, but until then I look forward to our Google Meets! 

 

Please keep us in your prayers as we start our next chapter, and know that I will always be praying for the families 

and staff of St. Mary's. 

 

Mrs. Conley 

 

She was a great fit for our school, and we wish her well.  We have hired Mrs. Tousignant, who is currently 

working at St. John the Baptist Catholic School in Jefferson. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. Koch 

Principal 


